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The Tasmanm Interface 


by Lonnie Kendall 


A lot has happened over the past year for those of us who 
bought a T/S 2068 computer. Not everything has been bad. When 
many American companies were pondering whether to bother 
developing options for Timex computers, several British firms 
decided to modify their Spectrum products for 2068 use. Tasman 
Software made over part of their line of Tasman products to wor k 
on our computer, not the least of which is their excellent 
Centronics parallel interface. This interface comes with clear 
intructions and usable software and is well worth the price of 
$89.95 from Knighted Computers, E. Arthur Brown and Company, and 
Ramex at $90.00. 


The first obvious thing about this interface is that it is 
enclosed in a nice case. Dust or accidental shorts wili not be 

a problem. The connecting cable is about a yard long and the CPI 
plug is standard. The software is loaded normally and walks the 
user through the process of configuring the software to the 
particular printer with which it will be used. This code can 
then be saved to tape. Some printers may need extra changes in 
this software as mine did. I have an Olivetti PR 2300. It 
requires that addresses 64965 and 64966 be poked with zeros. Mr. 
Brown of E. A. Brown company kindly provided me with this 
information. To accomplish this change run the software program, 
break into basic, make your pokes, and rerun the program. It can 
now be saved. The software will be activated by RANDOMIZE USR 
64719. The command RANDOMIZE USR 64716 will copy the TEXT on the 
screen but not graphics. CLEAR 64715 should be used to protect 
your printer driver software. The progran must be restarted 
after NEW and RUN but multiple calis will not hurt anything. 


Most printers have bells and whistles that let them do fancy 
printing. The codes that operate tne printer’s features can be 
sent to the printer without being printed by the use of CHR 
27:. This command must be in front of EVERY code byte sent. Such 
as CHRS 27;CHRS 27;CHRS 27;"3"3 for double wide characters on 
the Olivetti. The printer software can be configured so that 
GRAPHIC characters, which are not ASCII codes can be used as 
tokens to transmit code instructions to the printer. It saves 
time. These can be part of an LPRINT line and will not appear in 
the printed text. 


Screen copy with the Tasman Interface must be accomplished by a 
BASIC or Machine Code program. Versions of copy routines for 
the Epson FX-B0, Epson RX-80, Star DMP 515/510, Star Gemini 10X, 
Tandy Colour Graphic Printer, Seikosha GP80/100 and Shinwa CP-GO 
are on the software tape. All of these programs reside in the 
2040 buffer area (seeing that it isn’t being used) at 23296 and 
are activated by RAMDOMIZE USR 23296. There is also a MC 
program, “tasbuff", which loads to 232946, which allows the 
Omnicalc program and others that might use the memory space 
normally reserved by the Tasman software to function. It is run 
by RAMDOMIZE USR 23296, but does not have a text copy routine. 
(Hint: for the Olivetti PR 2300 POKE 23344,0 and FOKE 25345,9 


by RAMDOMIZE USR 23296, but does not have a text copy routine. 
(Hint: for the Olivetti FR 2300 POKE 23344,0 and POKE 223345,0 
for “tasbuff" to work.) The “tasbuff" routine will allow 
programs to run which use the memory space normally used by the 
Tasman software, like “Voice Chess." 


The instruction booklet mentions a Tasman Type B interface and 
indicates that a program “bytes: t2b" is on the tape. I could 
not find it. I also could not find the program “bytes: t2a" 
which is supposed to configure the Tasword Two program to a 
daisy wheel printer. 


The interface software works very well with other Tasman 
programs, like Taswide (a 64 column utility,) Tasprint (a 
printing feature utility,) and Tasword (a word processor with 
its own interface software already in the program.) A version of 
MScript, which I am using, also works with the Tasman Interface. 
I have used the interface for all of the programs that I write 
with only one problem. When used with Taswide--and occassionally 
when not using Taswide-- some lines replicate one of the 
characters and both the printer and the program hangs up. The 
printer must be reset. I do not know if the problem is in the 
printer software, the Taswide software, the interface, the 
printer, or my programing skills. It is annoying, but not more 
than I can handle. This bug does not occure with the word 


processors. 


Some programs may not work or even load with the interface 
connected. There is nothing to do but disconnect and load again. 
So don’t throw away the old 2040 yet (or modified ZX Printer 
like I use.) 


The Tasman Interface is the only one I own or have used. I am 
sure that the readers would like to hear from any one who can 
make a comparison to other interfaces. If you have been waiting 
for an interface that works, this one does. Try it out, and 
happy printing! 

le. ole. ole, ste woe. 


EUREKA SAYS DOUG DEWEY, SINCLAIR MICRO-DRIVES WORK WITH 2068 


This column is an edited version of the letter that I send out with my EMULATORS. Next 
month I will include the updated and expanded instructions that come with the "deluxe" 
versions of EMU-1 and OMNI-EMU--instructions that will become standard with the EMU-2 once ! 
get them written. There are three ways to achieve Spectrum emulation and each way has certain 
decided advantages. The cheapest way is to use a Spectrum ROM in place of the 2068 ROM. A 
variation on this theme is to put the ROM on a cartridge board like my new OMNI-EMU board or 
John Oliger’s cartridge board and wire it up appropriately so it can be called with OUT 244,7 
If you avoid using sockets and get the bare board from one of us or come up with your own 
board (real cheap), this can be a way of saving a lot. You will probably want to buy @ cousi- 
of boards and use the other boards as EPROM cartridge boards. If you do this, you'll probad 
spend as much as if you had purchased my OMNI-EMU board which is designed to do all these 
things, but then again you'll have several boards to work with. The second way of achievins 
Spectrum emulation is to purchase Bill Russell’s ROMSWITCH. It is easily installed inside the 
computer without any soldering or drilling or running of wires. The current price ‘or a 
ROMSWITCH is around $45.00 to $49.95. There are also some homebrew ROMSWITCHES or do it 
yourself plans that can save money. The third way is the EPROM based emulator cartridoe board 


fren The 


ATTACHING PRINT DRIVER 


The Tasman 
is easy 
your 


I/F print driver 

to incorporate in all 
programs that need 
printer output. It also has a 
feature that allows you to 
customize it to send print 
‘commands in the print line. 
Below are steps to "attach" 
the print driver. 


1. Customize 
according to the software and 
TasBman Interface @Gperating 
Instructions. No knowledge of 
machine code is needed for 
this. Leave the resulting 
machine code above RAMTOP. 


print driver 


2. Enter your BASIC prograa. 


i. Add these lines to it. Use 
line numbers appropriate to 
your Program, but they must be 
in somewhat these relative 


positions in the prograa: 


4 GO TQ 6 

S CLEAR 64715: LOAD ”*" CODE: 
RANDOMIZE USR 64719 

& LET SAVE = 5000: LET save = 
SAVE 

S000 SAVE “PGM" LINE 5 

2010 BEEP .1,25 

9020 SAVE "tasintcode" CODE 
64716,652 

These are all the BASIC lines 
needed ta incorporate the 
Print driver into any basic 
program you want to run 
through your printer. 

Line 4 skips the LOAD CODE 
line when a “RUN"“ command 
starts the program. Line 53 
loads and calls up the machine 
code print driver. It is the 
first line of the program the 
first time it runs after a 


‘will be 


CAta foIen CS. AL; 


loading. (If you try to start 
here without the MC being 
resident above RAMTOP, you 


will suffer a crash. ) 


defines two variables: 
SAVE and save. Use one of 
these with the 60 TO command 
in the immediate mode. This 
will take the computer to Line 
3000 and instruct it to save 
the Basic prograa. 


Line & 


Upon completion of the BASIC 
program load, the 2068 will 
Procede to Line 5010. This 
BEEP is to call your attention 
to the fact that the recorder 
and/or 


computer 


must be 
restarted to 


t%ave the machine 
code routine. When you press 
any key, the computer passes 
to Line 5020 and saves the MC. 


when 
program, 


Saving 
minimum 
assured 

“or battery 


the complete 

loading tize 

if you put a 
atop the CAPS 
SHIFT key, sO that the save 
operation will start the MC 
Save immediately after the 
BASIC. The "“C“ cell may be 


removed any time after the 
BEEP. 


To finish up 
neatly, . types VERIFY ——? 
VERIFY = CODE. This will 
test both parts of the taping. 


‘the operatian 


Austin White 
(301) 373-3107 


‘CRYPTOGRAM: 
OGLXNE: RIK ANGRY G AISNA YRNGX. 


G HNK WNGEY GTI PC ANGRC COGC 
WIFE YBIFYN PY OGLXNS GC WIF HIE 
GMM RPTOC LIABFCNE YNYYPIRY. 


LE. hthte 
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SEAR SERGE EEE ECE EEE ER RE EERE EEE 
* "TASFATCH" Instructions & 
KKREEKKAKEEERAERERERERRAEEERE 


fhe foiiowning instructions will enable you to properly 


instaii TASPATCH with your capy of TASHORD THO to produce 
customized copy of TASWORD THO+, 


iL? LOAD “taspatch”. 
2? When the title screen appears, STOF THE TAPE. 


oa) Flace your copy of TASWORD TWO in your recorder and press 
Flay. The program will bypass the original BASIC and Ioad the 


Machine Code portion. 


Your customized capy of TASHORD THO* is now complete. Now 
you can go ta the Hain Henu and save #@ copy of the nen program 
to use. £ recommend waking two copies: f for daily use and g te 


fide away with your ather program masters. 


tT hope the added features of TASWORD TWO+ make your word 


processing work @ven easier and mare enjoyable! 
Watch for other new praducts from Hounteineer Software / 
ee ee 
PY ama ao ae eee ee EP ae oe ee 


#2 Hiii Btrest FS 
arkexvshurgo, WV 26204 


HERR ERELERERRAERERE REE ERE RAE 
* "TASPATCH" Instructions # 
EREEKEEE EEE EERESEREREXERERE 


fhe foitowing instructions wild enable you toa properly 
ipstaild TASPATCH with your copy of TASHORD THO to produce 2 
customized capy of TASHORD THO+, 


) LOAD “taspatch"”. 
2) When the title ecreen appears, STOP THE—TAPE. 

> Flace your capy of TASWORD TWO in your recorder and press 
Flay. The program will bypass the original BASIC and [oad the 
Machine Code portion. 


a 
co 


Your customized capy of TASHORD THO is now completes. ' Now 
you can ga €o €he Hain Menu and save 2@ copy of he Nev Program 
to use, f recommend making two copies: 2 for daily use and i te 
fide anvey with your other program wasters. : 

IT hope the added features of TASWORD TWO+ make your word 
pracessing work even easier and more enjoyable! 


Watch for other new products from Mounteineer Software! 


Nore: “tasdoc.* - a documerctehiod tactt. (2, toallous the prego am on 
FAL Tape = 


coolant 
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